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The Gary Schools of Religion
The report of our Superintendent, Miss Mary Elizabeth Abernethy,

showed that the work of our Community Church Schools is progressing
in a very satisfactory manner. Our new teachers have proved efficient;
our former teachers, profiting by their experience, are doing even better
than last year. The attendance has been encouraging, and the in-
terest of the children has been excellent. All this is true in spite of the
fact that the epidemic of influenza, and other sickness as well, has af-
flicted us very seriously and greatly interferred with our work.

Now, however, the work is going well again, our great difficulty
being something like that of the missionaries in India, viz: that the
children are coming faster than we can care for them. We have some
classes with an attendance of from thirty to sixty. It seems better,
however, to permit the children to come and give them what we can
than to turn them away. It is interesting to note that several of these
classes are composed almost wholly of foreign children. Our total en-
rollment is now almost exactly two thousand. We have been compelled
to seek assistance inteaching from people in the City who seemed fitted
for our work by training and experience. It surely has been demon-
strated that the attendance of a large percent, of the Public School
children can be secured for classes in religious instruction.

The enrollment by schools and in comparison with that of the Public
Schools is as follows:
Comparison of Enrollment in Public and Community Church Schools

February i, 1919.
Pub. School Ch. School Percent

Ambridge 115 81 4°-43
Emerson 920 348 37-82
Froebel 1875 509 27.28
Glen Park 472 175 37.07
Jefferson 1166 273 23.41
Beveridge 645 364 5643
25th Avenue 521 265 50.86

Totals 5714 2015 35.26
Kindergarten and High School children are not counted in Public

School enrollments, since the Community Church School offered no
classes the first semester for these children.

The following nationalities are represented in our enrollment:
Hungarian Greek Italian Syrian
Spanish Roumanian German Moravian
Russian Jewish Serbian Croatian
Slavish Bohemian Lithuanian Polish
Belgian Austrian American African
Swedish English Welsh Danish
Irish Scotch French Ukranian

*A Summary from Reports of the Chairman, Rev. W. G. Seaman and the Superintendent,
at the February Meeting of the Board of Religious Education, Gary, Indiana.
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THE GARY SCHOOLS OF RELIGION 277

The co-operating denominations are represented in the various
schools as follows:

Christian 94
Congregational 14
Methodist 232
Presbyterian 182
United Presbyterian 74

Total 596
Complete figures would doubtless increase this total. Probably

about one-third of the children in our classes come out of the homes
of the constituency of the denominations now co-operating in conducting
the schools.

In addition the following denominations and faiths are represented:
Baptist English Lutheran
German Lutheran Swedish Lutheran
Reformed Episcopal
Gospel Mission Salvation Army
Roman Catholic Greek Catholic
Jews Christian Scientist

Such information as it has been possible to secure indicates that
about two-fifths of the children are receiving no other religious
instruction:

The average attendance is quite encouraging.
There are a good many evidences that the instruction is bearing

fruit in the minds and lives of the children.
"A principal of one school says that for the last two years she has

noticed such a difference in the pupils in regard to lying and .stealing.
That now it is perfectly safe to hang wraps in the hall, and there is
practically no stealing. She lays it chiefly to the work of the Church
School which the majority of the children are attending.

"The children in the foreign schools, as well as in the American
sections are asking for Bibles and Hymn Books. The foreign children
say that they tell the Bible stories to their parents at night and sing the
songs to them. Already the children have bought many Bibles and
many more are asking to buy them.

"One little girl took a Bible in her hands and examined it inside,
and out, handled it with much respect and reverence, and then she
looked up to her teacher and said, 'This is the first time in my life I
ever had a Bible in my hands.'

"The children as a result of the teaching, are asking a great many
interesting questions. One little girl asked one day if it would be fair
to ask God for two things. She said, 'I asked God to make my grand-
jmother well and He did it, and I Wonder if it would be fair to ask
Him for something else.'

"A boy asked if it would be right when he was saying the Lord's
Prayer to stop in the middle of it and think what he was saying, or
whether he would have to go right through without stopping.
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278 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

"One little hot-blooded Italian girl had two lessons on forgiveness;
and after learning the text 'Be ye kind one to another, forgiving each
other, ' came back to her teacher and said, 'Mary hit me yesterday and
I did not hit he r back. I did not, I forgave her. '

" W h e n the Lord ' s Prayer was being explained in one class, and
the teacher came to the phrase 'Give us this day our daily bread' one
little child asked if that meant cabbage too.

"Occasionally the teacher sees some amusing results of he r teaching.
One day a teacher of the first and second grade classes asked for Bible
memory texts and one child immediately responded with 'My Country
'tis. ' Another child in trying to repeat the text ' Jehovah is with us,
fear thou not, ' said, 'Jehovah is with us a n d we are here. '

" T h e teachers learned one day that a hypocrite is a sort of religious
teacher, tha t a parable is a beast, and tha t Paradise is things you play
with in a game."

The Treasurer ' s report indicates that but for the decrease in attend-
ance due largely to the influenza epidemic, the cost of conducting our
schools might have been as low as seven cents per hour per child. I t
has actually cost about ten cents per hour per child. I t is our under-
standing that it is costing the Jews in their work in Greater New York
about fourteen cents per child pe r hour.

T h e Treasurer ' s report shows a very encouraging increase in self-
support . Last year—the first for the Community Church School—
there was collected in Gary for the work a little less than $2,000. W e
feel very hopeful tha t we shall secure this year a t least $4,500. This
with the generous support of the denominational Committees and
Boards and the Illinois Steel Company should enable us t o close the
year without a deficit.

O u r teachers have all been re-elected for next year. O u r "Super-
intendent has been authorized to employ an additional teacher for
grade classes next year. A n effort will be made again next year to
introduce a program of religious instruction in the homes, and a Home
Counsellor is to be employed for that purpose. The Board of Religious
Education also voted to open a new school next year a t the Horace
Mann Site.

Everything promises excellent work for the remainder of this school
year, and even bigger things next year.

T h e Board of Religious Educat ion has from the first felt that its
field covers all types of religious education which can best be carried
on as co-operative enterprises. O u r first and greatest task is to show
that it is possible to provide efficient religious education for Public
School children without transgressing our American principle of separa-
tion of church and state. Hence the first work undertaken by the
Board was tha t of Week-day Religious Instruction. A s this report
indicates, an at tempt was made this year to stimulate religious instruc-
tion in the homes. T h e attempt will be renewed next year. T h e Board
has also conducted teacher training courses.
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